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Our Washington State 3dlls Centers are regional, cooperative
technical schools providing access to juniors and seniors |
through a shared partnership with the student's high school. Skill
§ Centers by design, serve as a preparatory step in a student's program of s’rudy and their High
School and Beyond Plan. This provides the opportunity for students to participate in
specialized, high cost, low enrollment, advanced career and technical education
programming that is not sustainable in a single high school setting. The Washington State Skills
Center Association has been active in addressing access to skills centers and ensure quality
and robust programs. Where skills center deserts exist, a capital commitment is a worthy and
needed investment.

Through the development of the Northwest Career & Technical Academy’s long-range plan,
submitted in April 2022, the plan called for the establishment of a branch or core campus to
serve students in Whatcom County. There exist approximately 3,100 juniors and seniors in
Whatcom County’s seven school districts, where it is considered a skills center desert.

Overall findings assure resources, and a collaborative atmosphere among industry and

& business leaders are in place to support the development of a Whatcom County Skills Center.
== Encouraging, positive responses were garnered by Whatcom County school districts, industry
representatives, government workforce officials, as well as students and families.

PHASED-IN APPROACH FOR WA Skills Centers
WHATCOM COUNTY SKILLS CENTER (WCSC) work at the
Current intersection of
Through a satellite agreement between NCTA and Meridian Education
School District, students in Whatcom County can access up to two !

L Workforce and 6)
programs. Due to space limitations, students can only access a . /_7‘
morning session of Welding and Fire Science. These programs Economic ﬂ[]]][l
consistently have a waiting list and the demand is not being met. Developmen’r
Expansion

The continuous improvement feedback loop
between educators, advisories and employers
ensures the skills center programs are relevant and

FY 2024 request from Rep. Rick Larsen for infrastructure request of
$3.38m will support the establishment of a branch campus to
include additional programs which will include Early Childhood meeting the workforce needs as well as the
Education, Pre-Nursing, Aviation and will expand access to Fire educational requirements of both the K-12 system
Science and Welding. UPDATE Aug. 2023: The Appropriations and the community and technical colleges.
Committee reduced the request to $850,000.

Growth
The future WCSC has already been

submitted, scored and prioritized L‘___ L-umq : Learn More:
with OSPI and is the next large-scale LW [ L L | [T ) https://bit.ly/42VHUDb
growth project summitted by skills %’gﬁ“ | Auto tech Welding | | M J_'JL
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Architect’s design from Spring 2022
calls for $55m to build a campus to Il
support 12 high-demand programs \ e !
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at WCSC. Located in central rural

Whatcom County, this skills center | \ | 3 NI
provides increased access for all J ‘ V| p , Career & Technical
districts. \ =~ Academy
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